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TortenEstate, Dessau BAUHAUS
Walter Gropius and Hannes Meyer
1926-1928

TheTortenEstate: 314cube-like terracedhouses,
commissionedby the municipalityof Dessau. The
loadbearing walls made of prefabricated
inexpensive hollow slag-concrete blocks; the
ceilings with DǊƻǇƛǳǎΩRapidbalkensystem of
reinforced concrete joists. All of the structural
components were prefabricated on site and
craned into position. Almost as soon as the
houseswere finished,a number of construction
defectsbecameevident,andresidentsquicklyset
aboutmakingtheir ownalterations.

Habitat 67, Montreal                                                                           BRUTALISM
Moshe Safdie
1967

{ŀŦŘƛŜΩǎcuboid block of 158 flats pioneeredthe idea of modular high-rise
housing. The complex stack of concrete boxes was connected by high-
tension rods, steel cablesand welding. The arrangementallowed for 15
different housingtypes,with gardensand terracesfilling the voids. There
were also six elevator pillars providing vertical access. Unusually,
prefabricationof the concretemodulestook placeon site in a purpose-built
factory. Safdiebelievedthis to be the mostcost-efficient solution,but costs
still spiraledto C$22million,or aboutC$140,000per home.

NakaginCapsule Tower, Tokyo                        METABOLISM
Kisho Kurokawa
1972

The ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎfirst permanent example of plug-in
architecture. The building is composed of 140 self-
contained prefabricated concrete capsules, each
measuring2.3m x 3.8m x 2.1m andconnectedto the shaft
with just 4 high-tensionbolts. Thecapsuleswere delivered
to site alreadyfitted out as small living or office spaces,
completewith a bathroomthe sizeof an airplanetoilet. In
2007, the owners voted to demolish the building, citing
concernsabout asbestos. Kurokawasuggestedthat the
existingboxescould simply beάǳƴǇƭǳƎƎŜŘέand replaced
with updatedunits. Towerwasdemolishedin 2022.
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Unity KistaCampus
Denmark

ArlandstadHotel, Sweden

N Habitat, Affordable Housing
Seattle US

Berkley Home, Residential
London, England

Marian I, Townhomes
Torrejonde Ardoz, Spain
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